


 The second World War was a source of big, deep and 

far-reaching changes in International structure. It ended 

the traditional power structure in International 

Relations and ushered in a new power structure which 

immediately after the conclusion of peace treaties, 

became a bipolar system and then gradually got 

transformed into multi-Polar system. 



 Before examining the concept of Bipolarity, it is essential to know the 

meaning of ‘Pole’ and ‘Polarity’ in the context of  International relations. A 

‘pole’ IN International Politics is popularly defined as a great or 

superpower, and the standard for determining such a status is generally 

means  Military Power . According to Robert E. Osgood and Robert W. 

Tucker, “ By polar system we refer to  the number of centre of military 

power (whether individual states or Coalitions) which are capable of 

substandentially effecting the balance of power in an extensive area of the 

world which are independently committed to the support of vital interests 

distinct from the interests of other centres which, therefore, might go to war 

independently of other centres.” 
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 In Bi-Polar order there are two super power whose capabilities are almost 

equal. But the super powers have their own blocs which may include many 

states. But the power of none of these is equal to that of the super power 

which is leading the bloc. Both the blocs look each other as their enemy 

and always continue to make efforts to expand the power of their own bloc 

and to limit the power of their opponent bloc. To achieve this purpose both 

the blocs from alliance and counter alliance and consider the countries in 

their opponent bloc as their enemies. The politics under Bi -Polar system is 

that of tension and confrontation  and due  to this reason there are always 

possibilities of mutual confrontation. 

 DEFINITION OF Bi-POLAR SYSTEM 

 Acc to Hans. J. Morgenthau, “ In Bi-Polar system , in the race of 

crossing one  another two super powers keep involved in power struggle. 

In power struggle none of these super powers want to lag behind.” 



 1. Decline of the power of European Nations 

 2. End of America Isolation 

 3. Sense of Competition between Capitalism and 
Communism 

 4. Cold war and Alliance Politics 

 5. Nuclear Arms and its Effects 

 6. Military Alliance 

 7. Need of Economic Assistance 

 8.Arms race 

 9. Race for development 

 10. Environment of fear and terror 



 1. O.A.S,1947 (22 members) 

 2. NATO,1949 (15 Members) 

 3. Defence Treaty with Japan, 1951 (Bi-lateral) 

 4. ANZUS, 1951 (America, Australia and Newzealand-

Tri-Lateral),  

 5. Defence Treaty with Philiphinis,1951 

 6. Defence treaty with South Korea 

 7.SEATO, 1956 

 8. Defence treaty with China, 1954 

 



 1. Soviet Union and USA were the two main powers in the world 

 2. The liberal nations of Western Europe were the members of 
American Bloc and the communist nations of Eastern Europe were the 
members of Soviet Bloc. 

 3.Wide efforts were made by both the Blocs to spread their influence 
and to check the influence of other out of which Military alliances and 
defence treaties were main.  

 4. There was no place for neutral states in Bi-Polar System , rather the 
states claiming to be neutral were doubted. 

 5. Both the blocs accepted the principle that he who is not with us is 
against us. 

 6. There  was wide proliferation of nuclear weapons and normal 
weapons. 

 7. Both the super powers  had made sufficient arrangement to provide 
security to the members of their groups.  
 



           MEANING OF MULTI-POLAR SYSTEM 
In Multi- Polar system, there are so many centres of power. In 

comparison to Bi-Polar system, the structure of Multi-Polar 
system is more complicated but flexible. In it, no rigid 
distinction between friends and foes is enduringly made. 
Each pole views all other actors as potential adversaries and 
potential allies. With a large number of great powers states 
have adequate mobility to align and realign themselves. 
Many short term and ad hoc alliance are made time to time. 

DEFINITION OF MULTI-POLAR SYSTEM 

Acc to  Wasby, “Multi-polar system includes a number of 
majority  states, typically at least five of roughly equal 
power or capability.” 



             1. WEAKNING OF SOVIET BLOC 

1. Strengthening of nationalism among the countries of 
Soviet Bloc 

2. Ideological differences between Soviet Union and China 

3. Emergence of new awakening among the countries of 
Eastern Europe. 

             2. WEAKENING OF AMERICAN BLOC 

1. Independent action by France and England on Suez Crisis 

2. French President General de Gaulle’s decision to make 
France an independent Power 

3. Nationalist Movement in Latin America 

 



 III. Non-Alignment and Its Impact 

 IV. Expansion of Nuclear Club 

 V. Rise of New States in International Politics 

 VI. Economic Development of western Europe 

 VII. Emergence of Japan and Germany as Major 

Economic Powers 



 1. Both the super power had become quite weak. 

 2. The difference between Soviet Union and China had become quite open and 
it was proved that the unity of interest was more strong than the unity of 
ideology. 

 3. A new consciousness had emerged in the countries of Eastern Europe. 

 4. France had taken the decision to become independently the super power 

 5. During this period lot of nuclear proliferation had taken peace and besides 
Soviet Union and America countries like China, France, England etc had also 
acquired nuclear capability. 

 6. Through their economic unification the countries of Western Europe  had 
made considerable progress and now they were not needed to be dependent on 
America. 

 7. Japan and Germany had emerged as strong economic powers of the world. 

 8. In place of two main centres of power so many more centres of power had 
come into existence. 
 



 In International Relations when there is only one centre of 

power or there is hegemony of only one power that is know 

as Uni-Polar system. It does not mean that the other nations 

do not have their independent role in international politics. 

Yet in -spite of all this, the entire international Politics 

revolves around one group or one super power. 

    DEFININATION OF UNI-POLAR SYSTEM 

 Acc to Stephen l. Wasby, “Uni-Polar system is single 

power which try to regulate world to its convenience. There 

is absence of any other super power which may regulate its 
power.” 



 1. Hegemony of USA 
 2. Only one Military Alliance  
 3. American dominance over international Financial Institutions 
 4. Set back to Balance of Power System 
 5. Impact on the working of security Council 

 6. Impact on the working of United Nations 
 7. Military intervention in Afghanistan and Iraq 
 8. Irrelevance of non-Aligned Movement 

 9. Importance of Economic Factors 
 10. Growing popularity of Economic Organizations 
 11. Dominant position of multi-National Companies 
 12. Politics of Economic Sanctions 
 13. Concern regarding  Nuclear Proliferation 



 1. Disintegration of Soviet Union 

 2. Changes in the East European Countries 

 3. NATO remained intact 

 4. Ideological unity of the world 

 5. NAM has failed to become an effective Organization 

 6. Today’s Economic Powers are not Military Powers 

 7. American campaign to eradicate Terrorism 

 8. Loneliness of China in international Politics 

 9. American dominance in United Nations 

 10. Military, Economic, Industrial and technological 
Superiority of America 



1. End of the fear of cold war 

2. Change in the extreme form of Communism 

3. Popularity of liberalism 

4. Technological Development 

5. Positive turn in West Asia 

6. Peace in Korea 



 1. Establishment of American Bossism 

 2. Partial attitude of international Financial Institutions. 

 3. Ineffectiveness of United Nations 

 4.  Set back of Balance of Power System 

 5.  Set back to Collective Security System 

 6. Spread of Neo-Colonialism 

 7. Global Spread of Terrorism 

 8. Set Back to Non-Aligned Movement 

 9. Politics of Economic Sanctions 

 10. Increase in Unemployment and poverty 
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